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Conflict Starts in the Heart
I. Introduction
· “What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war within you? You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.” (James 4:1-3)
· Also Matthew 15:19 and Luke 12:13-15

· The root cause of conflict is unmet desires in our hearts.
II. The Progression of an Idol
1. I Desire

· How can we avoid ungodly desires?

· Trust God and seek fulfillment in Him (Psalm 73:25)

· Ask God to help you despite the other person (James 1:2-4)

· Pray for the other person (1 John 4:19-21; Luke 6:27)

· God will bless this approach (Romans 8:28-29)

2. I Demand

· What is an idol?

· Something we set our hearts on (Luke 12:29; 1 Corinthians 10:19)

· Something that motivates us (1 Corinthians 4:5)

· Something that masters and rules us (Psalm 119:133; Ephesians 5:5)

· Something we trust, fear, or serve (Isaiah 42:17; Matthew 6:24; Luke 12:4-5)

· Something we love and pursue more than God (Philippians 3:19)

3. I Judge

· Remember the bumper sticker that says, “I know two things for sure: 1) there is a God, and 2) I am not Him.”

4. I Punish

· James 4:1-3 again.  Inflicting pain on others is a good sign that an idol is ruling our hearts.

III. The Cure for an Idolatrous Heart
1. Deliverance from Judgment
· The Gospel
2. Deliverance from Specific Idols

· The Bible (Hebrews 4:12)
· The Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 2:10-15; Philippians 2:13)
· The Church (Galatians 6:1; Romans 15:14)
3. Replace Idol Worship with Worship of the True God
· Repent before God (1 John 1:8-10; Psalm 51:17; Isaiah 66:2)
· Fear God (Proverbs 1:7; Matthew 10:28; Psalm 130:3-4)
· Love God (Matthew 22:37; Psalm 34:10; Matthew 6:33; Psalm 73: 25-26)
· Trust God (Psalm 118:8; Psalm 37:5-6; 2 Peter 1:3-4)
· Delight in God (Psalm 37:4; Psalm 71:8; Philippians 4:4; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)
Other Resources:

· http://www.peacemaker.net/site/c.aqKFLTOBIpH/b.958147/k.4979/Getting_to_the_Heart_of_Conflict.htm
· http://www.ccef.org/ (http://www.ccef.org/who-talks-about-idols-among-friends)
· David Powlison: “Idols of the Heart and Vanity Fair”

· Tim Keller: “The Grand Demythologizer: The Gospel and Idolatry”

· http://thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/tullian/2010/11/11/suffering-does-not-rob-you-of-joy%E2%80%94idolatry-does/
· http://gospeldrivenchurch.blogspot.com/2010/03/blaspheme-your-idols.html
