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Is This Really Worth Fighting Over?

I. Introduction

· Matthew 7:3-5: not a warning against judgment per se, but rather against a specific type of premature and improper judgment
· Potential sources of premature and improper judgment:

i. Overly sensitive attitude (chapter 4)

ii. Sinful behavior (chapters 5 and 6)

II. Define the Issues

· Distinguish material issues from personal issues (Luke 12:13-15)
i. Identify material issues first, and resolve through negotiation
ii. Identify personal issues second, and resolve through overlooking, confession, loving correction, and/or forgiveness
· Some conflicts may only have one type of issue, but often they will contain both types

III. Overlook Minor Offenses

· This is not wimpy…it is Biblical!
i. Overlook an offense from the beginning (Prov. 19:11; 12:16; 15:18; 20:3)

ii. Kill little arguments before they grow up to become big ones (Prov. 17:14; 26:17)

iii. Be motivated by Christian love for others (1 Peter 4:8; Prov. 10:12; 17:9)

iv. Be ruled by the fruits of the Spirit (Eph. 4:2)

v. Remember the forgiveness of God (Col. 3:13; Eph. 4:32)

· Remember the ultimate role model: God (Ps. 103:8-10)

· Guidelines for overlooking an offense:

i. It must be realistically possible to do so (attitudes/behavior/patterns not permanently altered)

ii. The offense should not be causing serious harm to God’s reputation, others, or the offender

· Overlooking is not passive; rather it is an active process, grounded in the Gospel.

IV. Check Your Attitude - And Change It

· In repairing relationships, attitude precedes action (Phil. 4:2-9)
i. Rejoice in the Lord always

ii. Let your gentleness be evident to all

iii. Replace anxiety with prayer

iv. See things as they really are

v. Practice what you’ve learned

V. Count the Cost

· Conflict costs (Matt. 5:25-26; Ps. 73:21-22)
· Ask yourself: is this a hill worth dying on? (tactical considerations: analyzing the disparity between the cost in lives and the strategic value of the terrain conquered)
· Never consider selling out the truth, but always consider selling out your ego
VI. What About “Rights?”

· Be careful about getting excessively concerned with justice
· After all, God isn’t (Luke 6:36; Micah 6:8; Matt. 5:7; James 2:12-13)

· Just because you have a right doesn’t mean that exercising it is pleasing to God.  Scripture is full of people of gave up their rights:

i. Abraham (Gen. 13:5-12)

ii. Joseph (Gen. 50:19-21)

iii. David (2 Sam. 16:5-12; 19:19-23)

iv. Paul (1 Cor. 9:3-15; Acts 16:22-24)

v. Jesus (Matt. 17:24-27; Matt. 26:53-54; 1 Peter 2:22-25)

· However, there are times when it is appropriate to exercise your rights (Acts 16:35-39; 22:25-29; 25:11)

· So how can you tell which is which?  The key issue is never you, it’s God.  Remember that your “rights” are really privileges given to you by God.  Your use (or non-use) of those rights should always give glory to Him and/or reflect His character. 
